
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 

Created For Good Works 
 

You are one of God’s masterpieces. One of His intentional works of art, 
created to do good works. But you may struggle to know what good 
works you were created to do, or how to figure that out. While God never 
promised you any full revelations of His plans, there are insights you can 
find all around you, starting with learning more about both Him and 
yourself.  
 

Explore and Learn 
 

Your Creator God 
 
The good work God has planned for you has everything to do with who 
He is, and what He values. Invest in your relationship with God and 
continually strive to explore more and more about what He desires for 
His creation on a daily basis.  
 
As you do this you’ll learn that God values for His Glory and His 
Kingdom to grow, and you are His chosen instrument for bringing about 
that growth. Therefore, your good works must have something to do with 
this great commission. 
 
 

How He Created You 
 
The Father may have commissioned all His children towards the same 
goal, but He has clearly not created us all to contribute in the same way. 
Too often we have a very narrow view of what it means to contribute to 
God’s Kingdom, when really God’s Word not only explains that God uses 
us in varied ways, but it demonstrated this truth in all the different lives 
recorded. King David’s contributions looked very different from Mary’s, 
Hosea’s, Paul’s, etc.  
 
God is creative and there really is no limit to how He can use you to build 
His Kingdom and increase His glory. When you try to force someone 
else’s strengths, skills, and passions onto yourself you miss out on 
fulfilling who you were really created to be, and what you were created to 
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“For we are his 

workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God 
prepared 

beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.” 

Ephesians 2:10 
 
“Go therefore and make 

disciples of all 
nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have 
commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of 

the age.” Matt 28:19-20 
 
“For as in one body we 
have many members, 
and the members do 
not all have the same 
function…Having gifts 
that differ according to 
the grace given to us, 

let us use them: 
if prophecy, in 

proportion to our 
faith; if service, in our 
serving; the one who 

teaches, in his 
teaching; the one who 

exhorts, in his 
exhortation; the one 
who contributes, in 

generosity; the one who 
leads, with zeal…” 

Romans 12:4-8 
 

	  



	  

do. Therefore, if you want a great insight into how God has planned to use you, you need to 
learn how He made you.  

 
Insights into God’s Creation 
 
As you learn about yourself through self-reflection, peer-processing, 
career counseling, or self-assessments (all good tools), you will in time 
begin to identify inherent traits. These different traits can be aspects of 
your personality, your strengths, your skills, your interests, your values, 
etc. All of these traits yearn for a way to be expressed in your day-to-day 
life. The closer your activities and behaviors line up with your traits, and 
demonstrate who you are on the inside, the more content you will feel.  
 
This is true because your design is strategic. Every aspect of you was 
placed there intentionally either by God’s design (nature) or His 
development of you over your lifetime (nurture). They are all there to 
help you fulfill your good works and your purpose for being alive.  
 
Careers are often conceptualized around your one paying job. When in 
fact many career theorists believe that a career is better defined as the 
sum total of all the roles you play in life, whether you’re paid for it or not. 
This is helpful to realize especially as you begin to understand how 
multi-faceted you really are, and how much is within you that desires 
expression. Trying to find one role that checks every box is a tough 
order. But finding a place (or multiple places) for each of your traits to be 
expressed through the varied roles in your life, is a much more promising 
plan. 
 
Then, the roles that you identify in your life can be divided into two 
categories: Leading Roles and Supporting Roles. 
 
Leading Roles 
 
Leading roles are what most Christians are looking for: the role (or roles) 
in our lives that directly contribute to building God’s Kingdom. Some will 
have one major leading role that is the star of the show for most of their 
life, some will have one role that takes the lead for a while only to be 
replaced by another life role later. Others will see that many of their life 
roles are being directly used for building God’s Kingdom all at once.  
 
Identifying a leading role means a re-prioritization of your time and 
attention towards your function in that role. Even if this role is not your 
paying job, you need to be making decisions that allow for this role to be 
the most significant part in your life.  
 
Many good Christians, who work hard for the Lord, have taken this step 
to prioritize their leading role. But sadly many of these people have not 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“For you formed my 
inward parts; 

    you knitted me 
together in my mother's 

womb. 
I praise you, for I am 

fearfully and 
wonderfully made. 
Wonderful are your 

works; 
    my soul knows it very 

well. 
My frame was not 
hidden from you, 

when I was being made 
in secret, 

    intricately woven 
in the depths of the 

earth. 
Your eyes saw my 

unformed substance; 
in your book were 

written, every one of 
them, 

    the days that were 
formed for me, 

    when as yet there 
was none of them.” 
Psalm 139: 13-16 

 
 

	  



	  

also taken the steps to think though the place of the other roles in their lives, their much-
needed supporting roles.  
Supporting Roles 
 
Our supporting roles take up a very significant place in our lives. While often overlooked, these 
are the roles that keep us refreshed, encouraged, funded, and overall supported, in continuing 
the good works of our leading role(s).  
 
These supporting roles can be anything from the love and support you receive from a loved 
one, to having the chance to engage in a hobby that allows you to unwind. Taking the time to 
think through these roles and their importance to keeping you going in your leading role is very 
strategic. You wouldn’t want to give just as much time and attention to your hobby as you 
would your spouse even if they are both valid ways of supporting your leading role. And yet 
often, without really looking critically at your schedule, you can inadvertently do so. Therefore, 
supporting roles should not only be identified (finding expression for your internal traits within a 
role that demonstrates support for your leading role), but they should be prioritized in order of 
how much time is going to be given to each primary (daily/weekly time), secondary (monthly 
time), and tertiary support role (annual time).  
 
Avoiding Burn Out 
 
As mentioned earlier, many well-intentioned believers fall short of identifying their supporting 
roles after finally identifying their leading role. They find their passion, give it all their time and 
attention, and never consider the strategy of the other roles in their lives.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the excitement and passion that comes from knowing how one is meant to contribute to 
God’s Kingdom, and knowing in your heart that this role is truly most important, it can be hard 
to find room for much else. Or perhaps allowing yourself to relax, unwind, or tend to your 
personal needs feels selfish when you know there is so much good work to be done. This 
however is the best way to make sure that you are not used for God’s Kingdom for very long.  
 
 



	  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Without supporting roles, in time, any number of factors can cause you to burn out in your 
leading role(s). Additionally, it can have unwanted side effects of alienating you from your 
loved ones (as you have consistently neglected them), yourself (as you have consistently 
denied parts of yourself to be expressed), and worst of all, your Creator (as you have become 
embittered to how drained you feel after working so hard for Him).  
 
But if you were to take the time to not only identify your supporting roles, but intentionally and 
regularly give time to them, as prioritized to their importance in keeping you supported in your 
leading role(s), then you will be in a much better position for withstanding all that a life and 
ministry in this broken world might throw at you. Additionally, you would experience the joy of 
seeing how intentionally and lovingly God created you and equipped you to do the good works 
He has planned for you.  
 
 
 
 
 


